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CC HOSTS VARIETY OF ELECTION-RELATED EVENTS
AS PART OF SONDERMANN PRESIDENTIAL SYMPOSIUM

 Quadrennial event brings college, community together in intellectual activities

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – Sept. 14, 2012 – Colorado College’s quadrennial Sondermann Presidential Symposium, held on the Colorado College campus every election year, is again hosting a variety of timely and thought-provoking events. This year’s speakers cover a range of topics, from American political behavior to the intersection of economics and politics to women's involvement in politics.

The events, all of which are free and open to the public, bring together faculty, students, staff and the Colorado Springs for discussions of the electoral process, campaign analyses and democratic accountability. 

The 2012 Sondermann Presidential Symposium schedule of events:

· 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 4:  Sunshine Hillygus: “The 2012 Elections: Change or Continuity?” Hillygus, associate political science professor at Duke University, has published widely on the topics of American political behavior, campaigns and elections, survey methods, public opinion, and information technology and politics. She is co-author of “The Persuadable Voter: Wedge Issues in Political Campaigns” and “The Hard Count: The Social and Political Challenges of the 2000 Census.”  She taught at Harvard University from 2003-09, where she was the Frederick S. Danziger Associate Professor of Government and founding director of the Program on Survey Research.
 Bemis Hall, 920 N. Cascade Ave.


· 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 10: Ezra Klein: Where Economics and Politics Meet” Klein gives audiences an unvarnished look at the intersection of today’s domestic and economic policy-making coupled with a political system that has major impacts from Wall Street to Main Street and around the world.   Klein is a columnist for The Washington Post and Bloomberg and oversees “Wonkblog” at The Washington Post. He is a regular contributor and policy analyst for MSNBC where his commentary focuses on, as Klein describes it, “domestic and economic policy-making, as well as the political system that’s constantly screwing it up.” He takes audiences through the day’s events in the economic/political arenas giving an analysis of the impact on our fiscal health and the 2012 elections. In addition to appearing and hosting on MSNBC, he has also appeared on “Charlie Rose,” “Real Time with Bill Maher,’ “The McLaughlin Group” and “The Colbert Report.”  The Economist named him one of the “Minds of the Moment”; Time named his blog one of the 25 best financial blogs; and the Society of American Business Editors and Writers named him 2011 Opinion Columnist of the Year.
Gates Common Room, third floor of Palmer Hall, 1025 N. Cascade Ave., east of Tutt Library

· 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 18: Larry Bartels spent 20 years on the Princeton faculty before joining the political science department at Vanderbilt University in 2011. His scholarly work focuses on American democracy, including public opinion, electoral politics, public policy and representation. He is currently working on a book on democratic accountability, a study of the political attitudes and behavior of wealthy Americans and a cross-national investigation of political responses to the Great Recession, among other projects. His most recent book, “Unequal Democracy,” appeared on David Leonhardt’s list of “economics books of the year” in the New York Times; it also won the Gladys M. Kammerer Award for the year’s best book on U.S. national policy.
Gates Common Room, third floor of Palmer Hall, 1025 N. Cascade Ave., east of Tutt Library

· 11:15 a.m. Monday, October 29: Debating the Election, a Colorado College vs. Air Force Academy debate. Part of Colorado College’s First Mondays programming.
Armstrong Hall, 14 E. Cache La Poudre St.

· 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 1: Undecided Voter Info Session, hosted by Colorado College’s political science department and featuring CC’s Professor Emeritus Bob Loevy, Professor Andy Dunham and Assistant Professor Dana Wittmer.
Bemis Hall, 920 N. Cascade Ave.
· 7 p.m., Dec. 10: Jennifer Lawless is a professor and director of the Women and Politics Institute at American University in Washington, D.C. A nationally recognized expert on women's involvement in politics, she is the author of “Becoming a Candidate: Political Ambition and the Decision to Run for Office” and the co-author of the book, “It Still Takes a Candidate: Why Women Don't Run for Office.” She also has published numerous articles in political science journals and has issued several policy reports on the barriers that impede women’s candidate emergence. 
Gates Common Room, Palmer Hall, 1025 N. Cascade Ave. (east of Tutt Library)

The Sondermann Presidential Symposium is named for CC Political Science Professor Fred Sondermann (1923 –1978), who was a member of the Colorado College faculty for more than 25 years. During the 1960s, Sondermann developed the concept of the Colorado College Symposium, a week of intellectual activities – speakers, films, panel discussions, etc. – related to a single topic.  In organizing these symposia, he stressed heavily student involvement in the planning and execution of the various intellectual events. He also encouraged participation in the symposia by the people of Colorado Springs and the worked for inter-institutional cooperation among the colleges and universities of the Pikes Peak Region.
For information, directions or disability accommodation at the events, members of the public may call (719) 389-6607.
About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,000 undergraduate students study one course at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.ColoradoCollege.edu <http://www.ColoradoCollege.edu>
