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ART SPIEGELMAN, PHILLIP JOHNSTON TO PERFORM
AT CC’S CORNERSTONE ARTS WEEK KEYNOTE EVENT

 Creator of ‘Maus,’ Famed Saxophonist to Collaborate in ‘Wordless!’ 
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – Nov. 5, 2013 – “Wordless!,” a multimedia performance by Art Spiegelman with music by saxophone great Phillip Johnston, will be presented at Colorado College at 8 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 22, in the Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave. 

The performance debuted at the Sydney Opera House in October; the Colorado College presentation will be the second time the show is performed in the United States and the first time at a college. The Sydney Opera House was the Commissioner of the Work for the October 2013 event in Sydney, Australia.

Spiegelman and Johnston’s presentation at CC is the annual Cornerstone Arts Week keynote event, part of the college’s Cornerstone Arts Initiative, now in its 12th year. Spiegelman, a noted historian and theorist of comics as well as an artist, collaborates with Johnston, the critically acclaimed jazz composer who wrote the all-new scores he will be performing live with his sextet.
Highlighting the vital role the arts play within the liberal arts, the annual Cornerstone Arts Week focuses on a theme, posed as a question, that is examined through exhibitions, performances, special events and interdisciplinary courses. This year’s question, showcasing the college’s new Film and Media Studies program, is a quote from Spiegelman: “What Are the New Words and Music?”
In his 1992 Pulitzer Prize-winning masterpiece “Maus,” a moving father-son memoir about the Holocaust, which portrayed Jews as mice and Nazis as cats, Spiegelman changed the definition of comics forever. In “Wordless!,” a new and stimulating hybrid of slides, talk and musical performance, he probes further into the nature and possibilities of his medium.

Spiegelman almost single-handedly brought comic books out of the toy closet and onto literature shelves. “Maus II” continues the remarkable story of his parents’ survival of the Nazi regime and their later lives in America. His comics are best known for their shifting graphic styles, their formal complex​ity and controversial content.

Named one of Time magazine's “100 Most Influential People,” Spiegelman has been translated into more than 25 languages. He has always been an innovator, whether creating scurrilous bubble gum cards for kids, politically charged New Yorker covers for grown-ups or pushing the boundaries of comics in RAW, the influential avant-garde magazine he co-edited in the 1980s with his spouse and frequent collaborator, Françoise Mouly. 


Johnston’s music accompanies the cartoonist’s personal tour of the first legitimate “graphic novels” – silent picture stories made by early 20th century masters such as Frans Masereel, Lynd Ward and Milt Gross – and their influence on him. As Spiegelman explores “the battle between words and pictures,” he smashes at the hyphen between High and Low Art in a presentation featuring a new work drawn specifically for this project, “Shaping Thought.”


Sydney-based New Yorker Johnston is best known for his work as a jazz composer (“Microscopic Septet,” “The Coolerators”) and as a creator of music for silent films, most recently Lotte Reineger’s 1927 animated feature, “The Adventures of Prince Achmed.”

Previous Cornerstone Arts Week keynote speakers at Colorado College include Toni Morrison, Louis Menard, Camille Paglia, Sandra Bernhard, and last year, Maz Jobrani, a founding member of the “Axis of Evil Comedy Tour.”
A complete listing of the Cornerstone Arts Week (January 20-24, 2014) events includes:

· 7 p.m., Monday, Jan.  20, 2014: Screening of alumni and faculty work in the Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center Screening Room, 825 N. Cascade Ave.

· 7 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2014: Lecture by Tim Sexton, Colorado College Class of 1982, has written numerous HBO films, was an Academy Award nominee for his screenplay “Children of Men” and has written two Latin-themed film that will premier this year. He will present “Writing Across Culture,” in the Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center Screening Room, 825 N. Cascade Ave.

· 8 p.m., Wednesday Jan. 22, 2014: Keynote Event, Phillip Johnston and Art Spiegelman, “Wordless,” Celeste Theatre, in the Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave.

· 7 p.m., Thursday Jan. 23, 2014: Lecture, Ben Duhl, Colorado College Class of 1999, is vice president at The IdeaLists and a Webby Experimental Film nominee for “Mnemosyne.” He will present “New Media and the Wild West Coast: Out With the Old and In With the New,” in the Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center Screening Room, 825 N. Cascade Ave.

· 7 p.m., Friday, Jan. 24, 2014: Screening of alumni and faculty work in the Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center Screening Room, 825 N. Cascade Ave.
Tickets for the general public to “Wordless!” are $5 and will go on sale Jan. 17 at the Worner Information Desk in the Worner Campus Center, 902 N. Cascade Ave. 
About Colorado College
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