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On Sunday, Septem- B

ber 20" behind Shove

Chapel,

great music as Colorado Col-
lege students and staff,
alongside residents of Colo-
rado Springs, came together

to hold the first ever HAM ¢

Jam. With September being
Hunger Action Month
(HAM), CC and the commu-
nity wanted to find a way to
better educate students and
residents about hunger in the
Springs, and the weekly CC
Community Kitchen at
Shove presented a great
opportunity to do so.

Every Sunday, a
small number of Colorado
College and community vol-
unteers work diligently in
Shove Chapel’s kitchen in
order to help feed Colorado
Springs residents who are in
need. Within the homeless
community, the CC Commu-
nity Kitchen is well known.
Mary Eddings, a local resi-
dent attending HAM Jam,
commented from personal
experience, “If you are
homeless or remotely home-
less, you know about it.”

Eddings, who
attended HAM Jam in order
to give back to the place that
had helped her years ago, had

the air was filled
with delicious smells and !
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CC band, Sexy and FUNKtionals, performlng at HAM Jam

nothing but positive things to
say about the workers and the
food at the kitchen. The only
thing Eddings discussed that
was not positive was the lim-
ited knowledge people who
are not homeless have about
places like the CC Commu-
nity Kitchen and hunger in
general.

HAM Jam’s goal,
was to address concerns like
Eddings. The event was
about broadening knowledge
about hunger and organiza-
tions that work to combat it.
With the help of ten student
organizations, from the Glass
House to the Carnivore Club,
thirty plus Kkitchen volun-
teers, and donations and sup-

port from Colorado Springs
residents and organizations
such as Safeway and Whole
Foods the weekly CC Com-
munity Kitchen was turned
into the perfect forum to
accomplish that goal.

Everyone and any-
one from the CC campus and
the surrounding community
were invited to come and
take part in the events offer-
ings, which included a good
old-fashioned barbeque and a
live concert.

Students from all
over campus, even those who
were not directly involved,
came to enjoy the food, the
music, and the opportunity to

(Continued on page 2)
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Quick Facts
About Hunger:

36.2 million

Americans

or roughly

lin every 8
people face going

without food

32% of households
needing food
assistance are
working

88% of those in
need of food
assistance have
homes

1 out of every 4
people in a soup
line
is a child

Information provided by
Preston Brasch
and
Care and Share

CC students and staff serving
HAM Jam attendees

(Continued from page 1)

interact with a variety of
people. In order to provide
enough food for the in-
creased attendance, the
event’s planners asked both
the CC campus and the com-
munity for help. Both re-
sponded spectacularly, pack-
ing the Shove kitchen with
all the essentials for a great
barbeque.

While hunger
awareness was the focus of
the event, music was an inte-
gral part of HAM Jam. The
event booked both CC bands
and local musicians to play
while people ate, and also
featured an Open Mic, where
anyone who wished to per-
form could take to the stage.
For many, the music was just

as important as the food.
Dick Carwile has been vol-
unteering in the Shove soup
kitchen for years, and when
he found out that music
would be a major part of
HAM Jam, he was ecstatic.
For Dick, while food may
satisfy a physical need,
music satisfies, another, just
as important need.

For Carwile,
“There is no life without
music.”

The stage also pro-
vided, a way for attendees
to learn more about hunger.
In between sets, MC and
head organizer of the event,
Preston Brasch, a 2009
Colorado College graduate
and Public Interest Fellow
at local food bank Care and
Share, related information
about both local and na-
tional hunger.

With the number of
people who worked together
to make HAM Jam a possi-
bility and how smoothly it
ran, the event seemed like it
must have taken months to
plan. In truth, the idea for
the event had come out of a
brainstorming session only
three weeks before. Brasch
and Gay Victoria, the Direc-
tor for the Center for Ser-
vice and Learning and Ad-
visor for the CC Commu-
nity Kitchen, met for coffee
at the beginning of the
school year, and by the time
they were finished, HAM

Jam was on its way to be-
coming a reality.

Both Brasch and
Victoria knew CC students
would be up to the chal-
lenge of putting together a
barbeque and live concert in
three weeks. Just a handful
of students began planning
and organizing the event.
Senior Lauren Jenkins and a
small group of students
would meet once a week,
divide tasks and then go
from there.

Colin McCarey, co-
manager of the Community
Kitchen and band coordina-
tor, usually writes a little list
of things he has to get done
on the back of his hand. For
the three weeks, before
HAM Jam, both hands, back
and front were covered in
ink. Jennie Crittenden, who
was in charge of promoting
the event, described how
everyone worked “non-
stop” in order for the event
to be a success. And success
it was. One look out over
the crowd full of CC stu-
dents sitting with residents
of the community, eating
the same food, listening to
the same music revealed
that HAM Jam accom-
plished what it set out to do.

“That’s what | love
about CC,” commented Vic-
toria, “If you get somebody
with an idea and a drive to
do it, you can do anything
here.”
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they did everything and anything
Habitat for Humanity needed, from
landscaping, to painting, to putting
down wire mesh on walkways. De-
spite the labor intense work, as
Heckman put it, landscaping was
“essentially moving dirt around for
five hours,” in the intense New
Mexican sun, neither leader heard
any complaints. Just as with the
other two groups, the new students
really enjoyed spending time help-
ing others. Tripee Ryan Ogi de-
scribed working for Habitat for
Humanity simply as, “amazing!”
and the experience left him
“wanting to go back and help again!”
“Everyone who comes to
CC starts their career through ser-

vice,” commented Heckman when
discussing the importance of the
Priddy Experience. She felt that
more than anything; the experience
was a great way to introduce stu-
dents to Colorado College’s com-
munity awareness and the value it
places on helping others. Austin
Alison, who was a part of the Habi-
tat for Humanity trip, and Rachel
Gips, who helped at the Santa Fe
Mountain Center, both discussed
how their trip was indicative of the
“CC mindset.” For Alison, the
Priddy Experience showed how, for
Colorado College, “the community
is extremely important” and that

“all members are encouraged to Was a great way to show how you

participate.”
For Gips, the experience

can help others and have “a blast
while doing it.”
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