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COMING TO AMERICA

Guest Writer: Maggie Boissard

The Thursday morn-
ing of second block break,
instead of sleeping in, Diane
Kelly and | met in downtown
Colorado Springs to help
move a recently immigrated
Nepalese family to a new
apartment. Kelly, a freshman,
and |, a senior, are members
of Colorado College's Refugee
Assistance Program  (RAP).
Since the spring of 2008, RAP,
a student run organization, has
paired groups of CC students
with refugee families in an
effort to help reach sdlf-
sufficiency. Since its incep-
tion, RAP has partnered with
local refugee resettlement
agencies to help make the
transition of newly immigrated
refugee families, as easy as
possible.

RAP began when the
French Department contacted
the Center for Service and
Learning in hope of finding
somewhere in the community
where students studying the
language could utilize it in the
real world. The Center
eventually came into contact
with Lutheran Family
Services, a refugee resettle-
ment organization. LFS had
recently begun working with a
refugee family from Burundi,
a small African country where
Kirundi and French are the
official languages.

| and severa other
students jumped at the oppor-
tunity, and by spring of 2008,
we were working with a
Burundian father, Bonithe, and
his three daughters.

Since its inception,
the response to RAP has been
incredible. By the fall of 2008,
the group had nearly quadru-
pled in size. To best utilize our
newfound numbers, we broke
into several different teams of
six or seven students. Each
team is paired with a family.

Diane and I, along
with four LFS employees and
a retired Air Force volunteer,
helped move our family to a
new apartment. Hira, the father
of the family, helped us with
the move, and despite his lim-
ited English (the family ar-
rived in the United States only
a month ago) he was a great
asset.

We began the day at
the LFS storage unit which is
full of donated items and con-
veniently located next to the
family’s apartment complex.
The storage unit held beds,
bed frames, dressers, tables,
lamps, and many others items.
As a federally funded organi-
zation, LFS is required to fol-
low certain government regu-
lations. Each refugee is re-
quired to have two drawers in
a dresser or two shelves in a
closet. LFS, however, goes
above and beyond, providing a
television set and paintings to
decorate the apartment.

After loading the U-
Haul, we drove to their new
apartment and began to unload
items. We then helped organ-
ize the rooms, make beds,
wash dishes, and just worked
to make everything look great.

(Continued on page 4)
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A Few Facts About
Refugees

There were 15.2 million refugees worldwide at the end of 2008.*
There are nearly 270,000 refugees in the United States.*
In 2008, 60,192 refugees arrived in the US. The projected number

for 2009 is 75,000.2

Close to 2,500 Nepal ese refugees live the United States.

Information obtained from:

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)®

US Department of State®

(Continued from page 1)
Yashoda, the mother, along with their
two daughters and one son, sixteen year
old Hema, seven year old Jivika, and
thirteen year old Ram, arrived as we
washed dishes. Hema and Ram, who
have already begun high school, spoke
excellent English for only being in the
country for a month. We spent a major-
ity of our time, however, with Hira and
Yashoda. One of the biggest goals of
RAP is to help prepare adult refugees
for potential interviews and for when
they eventually enter the workforce.
Despite being taken from their
homeland and placed in a completely
alien environment, Hira and his family
are not completely cut off from Nepal.
They are severa other Nepaese fami-
lies living in or near their apartment
complex. Many of whom have or are
still working with LFS. Seven of Nep-
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alese families came to the family’s
apartment while we were present.

Although we spent much of
the day setting up their new home,
Diane and | also spent our time build-
ing relationships with the family mem-
bers and the community. We asked
questions and tried to listen to every-
thing they had to say, whether or not
they were speaking directly to us. We
stayed there until after midday, soaking
in everything, our minds racing with
ideas about how we could provide for
our new family’s needs.

Our journey with Hira and his
family did not end Thursday. Over the
next six blocks, my group and | will
first work on conversation and inter-
view skills with Hira and possibly
Y ashoda and Hema. We will also help
hunt for jobs in the Colorado Springs
area

Along with my group and the
other group working with a Nepalese
family, we also have a group with a
refugee family from Cuba and due to
even more growth this year, RAP is
continuing to expand. While, RAP's
initial purpose was to work with LFS
refugee families our involvement has
led to more volunteer opportunities
available for students. Recently, we
have partnered with the Colorado
Springs public school system, District
11's, new Conversation Partners Pro-
gram. We meet with them Monday
through Thursday from 1:00-2:00pm at
the Pikes Peak Public Library. We also
work with D11's adult ESL program at
Helen Hunt Elementary School.

Volunteering for the Refugee
Assistance Program, however, is much
more than helping refugees learn Eng-
lish, find jobs, and finish their home-
work. We strive to help the families
build confidence and integrate into
Colorado Springs and American culture
as a whole. We redlize we are some of
their first friends in the United States,
so we make sure our dedicated and pas-
sionate volunteers do everything and
anything to help our families.

If you are interested in joining
the Refugee Assistance Program, please
email me at marga-
ret.boissard@col oradocollege.edu.

Grant Writing Workshop— 3rd block break,
November 19th and 20th from 9:00am to
5:00pm. The workshop will cover aspects of
searching for and writing grants. Only 18 spots
available, sign up in the Center for Service and
Learning- $45

CC Artsand Crafts Fair— December 4th-6th. Worner.
- BreakOut will be raising money by selling goods
from the Women’ s Bean Project, a Denver non-
profit that provides job and entrepreneurial
skillsto women with a history of unemployment
-The CC trip to Peru will be selling scarves, hats,
and gloves from Peru to help fund thisyear’s

trip




